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THE LIVING GOD IN ENGLAND AND INDIA. 



" And they shall comb from the east, and fbom the west, 
and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down 
in the Kingdom of God."— Zmke xiii. 29. 



If you desire to see the living God carrying on the work of 
national redemption in a living manner, you should go to India. 
You will see there a spectacle which in simple beauty and gran- 
deur has, I believe, no parallel in any other part of the world at 
the present moment. In these days of materialism, mammon 
worship and little faith, of second-hand revelation, and formal 
devotion, it is certainly refreshing, and likewise profitable, to see 
the direct action of God's Spirit on\he heart of the individual and 
the nation. For you see in India, not a small sect trying to 
werk out their own salvation according to books and doctrines, or 
according to the teachings of metaphysicians. You see in the 
Brahmo Somaj, or the Eeformed' National Church of India, 
nothing but a vast and wonderful spiritual force and power, 
striving to break through the fetters of superstition, idolatry, 
demoralising social customs, and the accumulated evils of ages. 
You see there a power raised by Q-od himself for the purpose of 
bringing light and salvation into % nation that possessed at one 
time a noble civilisation, but is at the present moment sunk in 
the mire of idolatry and ignorance. You see there nothing but > 
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God's Providence, not merely general but special Providence, 
acting in a special manner for the salvation of that great country. 
Tou see how, forty years ago, when the light of Western know- 
ledge first shone forth in India, a small number of earnest-minded 
men gathered together in the metropolis of that country for the 
purpose of severing their bonds through God. You see there a 
small band of not more than fifty. Their object was to worship 
God in'Sjftrit and in truth — to worship not gods and goddesses, 
made of clay and stone — to worship not the dead things of ihis 
world, not men or books, but the living God, infinite in holiness 
and power, mercy and wisdom, the Supreme Ruler of the universe. 
But they were in the beginning a body of Vedantists. They 
based their teaching upon the national books of the Hindoos; 
they accepted those books as the Word of God, and tried to throw 
away all the later superstition and idolatry of their countrymen, 
and cling to the purer faith as it was revealed in the earlier 
Scriptures of the nation. They were simply Revivalists ; they 
wanted to restore Hindooism to its primitive purity. They saw 
that the stream of pure religion, which was pure and sweet when 
it first came from God through original inspiration and revelation 
to the early Aryans in India, was defiled and contaminated as it 
passed through many, many centuries of ignorance, until it 
assumed the horrid forms of idolatry and superstition. They 
believed that at the source it was good, and if they were anxious 
to drink the waters of salvation, they must go to the source. 

For twenty years the movement was carried on in that spirit, 
based all the time upon the national Scriptures of the Hindoos. 
The same God that lifted this noble band of Hindoos out of the 
darkness of superstition and idolatry — the same God, I say, 
subsequently led them further onward and heavenward, until they 
gave up completely and thoroughly the doctrine of the inspiration 
of the Vedas. They then took a broader and more unexception- 
able basis ; they went into their own hearts in order to hear the 
voice of God, and they went forth throughout the amplitudes of 
nature in order to study in silence the direct revelation of God's 
Spirit. Thus the Hindoo Pantheists became Hindoo Theists. 
They embraced pure Monotheism r such as was not confined to 



the Hindoo books, to the Scriptures of their countrymen, but was 
to be found in human nature, was to be found in all the races 
and tribes and nations in the world. 

Standing upon this vast and comprehensive platform of 
universal religion, this noble band of Theists steadily increased 
in number and in strength, in faith and in spiritual resources of 
all kinds. Branches were established in different parts of that 
vast peninsula. The rising generation of Hindoos felt%at it was 
impossible to obtain the comfort and happiness of true salvation 
without praying in spirit and in truth unto the living God, and 
so a large number of sacred temples were founded, where men 
and women by hundreds assembled in order to adore and glorify 
their common Father. But the work did not stop there. It was 
found that the work of religious reformation, in order to be true 
and radical, must reach the depth of the heart and the whole 
extent of life in all its varied details. It was found that not 
only should superstition and idolatry be destroyed, but a most 
strenuous and desperate effort should be made in order to eman- 
cipate the nation from all manner of social evil. Attempts should 
be made to reform and purify the social customs and institutions 
of the country. It was necessary to break down caste, iio protest 
against polygamy and premature marriage, to give a sound and a 
liberal education, not only to the richer and the middle classes, 
but also to the lower classes of the Indian population. These 
men found it to be their paramount duty — a duty which they felt 
in all its stupendousness in their own hearts — to give the blessings 
of true intellectual and moral reformation to the women of their 
country. In a few years this work assumed large and gigantic 
proportions. We now see in India, in this great national move- 
ment, the centre of religious and social reformation. The circle 
is becoming larger and larger day by day. Incessant and varied 
activity is being put forth for the amelioration of the condition 
of the men and women in that country, and yet this body of 
reformers is numerically small. They do not possess any spiritual 
resources ; nor are they very rich, if we look at them from the 
worldly stand-point; but I do not despair, because the G-od of 
nations has undertaken to redeem India from the bondage of 
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intellectual and spiritual slavery. He has undertaken to save us. 
When it pleased Him to reveal Himself unto me, I know very 
well that He put some faith into my heart — faith in His word, 
faith in His promise to save me and my country. I did not for 
one moment waver. It was not an uncertain ambiguous sound 
that came from the clouds, but the voice of the living G-od that I 
heard in the depth of my heart. He said unto me, " Pray, for by 
prayer qhall men be saved," and ever since that time up to the 
present moment I have found, both in my own life and the lifejrf 
my co-religionists in India, that salvation can never be had except 
through unceasing prayer. "We look not to books, we look not to 
men for spiritual reformation, for the heart must faint in times of 
trouble and tribulation, if it is meant to rest upon human views 
or the authority of books alone. Centuries of superstition have 
made us suspicious of outward agencies. In superstition and 
idolatry, of whatever form or manner, we can no longer place a^ny 
faith, but we have determined to go to the feet of the Lord. We 
have lost faith in the world, faith in books, faith in dogmas and 
doctrines. Who so wanteth life must go to the living God, and 
he that wanteth death must worship the "letter that killeth." 
Therefore from all manner of letter worship we have come away, 
not because our understanding or intellectual powers made 
us to do so, but because we have been moved atfd quickened by 
the Spirit of God. 

Here we are, then, in India, surrounded by physical difficulties, 
and standing in the face of opposition of the most heartrending 
character. Persecution stares us in the face. Many of our 
young men have been cut away from the ties of domestic relation- 
ship — excommunicated by father and mother and kindred; and 
they have met all this opposition, and subjected themselves to 
these penalties and privations, simply for the sake of bearing 
witness unto the truth. 

And yet they have found consolation in the Lord, for the tree 
is known by its fruit. We know that we have seen something of 
the Lord, because we have found both coffcfort and peace in Him. 
Every day that we have prayed unto Him with earnestness of 
spirit and humility and reverence, He has heard us and granted 



our prayers. He has told us repeatedly, and in a variety of ways 
has He taught us, that He liveth with us, that we are the temple 
of the Lord, and that He has consented to dwell in our hearts, 
impure and sinful though we are. 

And how have we felt His presence? How have we made 
ourselves sure that the Lord dwelleth within us? Simply by 
prayer. He has answered our prayers. "We have not addressed 
our prayers to the winds of heaven, to chaos and confusion, to 
er»pty space ; nor have we addressed them to men, but to the 
living G-od, and streams of divine grace came into our hearts, 
refreshed and fertilised the soul, and produced abundance of 
spiritual harvest. But He has made us stronger day by day, and 
He has enabled us by this time to overcome a considerable amount 
of opposition, and men and women are trying to throw away the 
fetters of idolatry, and our number is increasing. "We have 
already succeeded in sending out a dozen missionaries into 
different parts of the country — men who rely not upon the 
pecuniary assistance of their friends, men who do not carry on 
worldly avocations, but men who have devoted themselves entirely 
to the work of propagating the saving truths of Theism, and 
bringing the light of saving religion to the benighted minds of 
their fellow-countrymen and countrywomen. They are going 
forth under the "guidance of God. I know they have a mission 
attended with great difficulties ; I know that they have suffered 
privations of the most painful character. And yet the Lord has 
comforted them. They are going &rth, not in their own strength, 
but in the strength of the Lord. 

All these circumstances combine to prove to us that G-od is 
with us, and if you wish to see what the living G-od is doing in 
the midst of a great nation, you ought to see and study this 
movement in all its bearings. "We have no earthly support ; we 
have no temporal resources to depend upon. Prayer is our 
strength ; prayer is the agency to which we look up for our salva- 
tion. If we want knowledge, to whom do we go ? Not to this 
book, not to that book, but to the Lord in the temple of the 
heart. "We are kneeling at His feet. Humbly do we cast up 
our eyes in order to watch with anxious hearts for the revelation 
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that He alone can give. And have we been disappointed ? No ; 
I assure you that wo have never been disappointed. If we did 
not pray well He would not hear us, for prayer, unless it be 
sincere and earnest, is never heard. It is heard whenever it is 
sincere. As sinners we have approached Him, conscious of our 
sins and wickedness. Heavy laden with iniquity, before His 
gates have we often stood waiting for His revelation, waiting for 
the assistance that cometh to the redeemed in the Lord ; and at 
last, after many moments, perhaps many hours, perhaps masy 
days of anxious watchfulness, the Lord spoke, and when the Lord 
spoke the sinner felt that his sins were gone, that there was no 
longer anything like heaviness of heart, that he could rest in the 
Lord's strength at the Lord's feet. And he glorified the Lord, 
and he went forth into the light, in order to bring that light 
which was vouchsafed unto him unto his benighted brethren and 
sisters. 

"We attach the greatest possible importance to prayer. Every- 
thing must depend upon that. There is no teacher amongst us, 
no priest amongst us, no books amongst us, no rites, no cere- 
monies. In every case we have to go up to the Lord directly 
and immediately ; there is nothing that steps in between us and 
our Father. Like little children, yet as full of sin and wicked- 
ness, we come unto the Lord, for we know that He is our Father, 
and of no other knowledge do we boast. It is only as author of 
our salvation that the Lord is our Father. We have prayed unto 
Him, gone into the depth of the» heart where human eyes-, human 
ears cannot be — and in the silent quiet of the heart, in mute 
speechless prayer, have we spoken unto Him, and the Lord has 
heard us. Aye, He is near and sweet unto us. He is sweeter 
than all prophets, sweeter than Christ, sweeter than the Bible 
that you so rely upon, sweeter than all things on earth. The 
Father is greater than the greatest, and sweeter than the sweetest; 
He is dearer than the dearest. Oh, you know not how thankful 
are we to Him that He has placed us in this salvation ; that He 
has brought us out of the Egypt of idolatry, and is leading us to 
that Holy Land where there is everlasting and abiding gladness. 
"We are marching to that land. Brethren, you may not attach so 
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much importance to the movement in India. You may think 
that in another way you can reach the Lord; but allow me to 
assure you that it is all the same way — the way of love, the way 
of faith, of heartfelt prayerful watchfulness and absolute resigna- 
tion unto the Lord. Tell me is there anything more noble than 
God's direct action on the heart, and is there anything that is 
dearer to you — that can be dearer to you — than the loving face 
of a most merciful Father? To behold His face t$c j#y, Jbo study 
Him, to look unto Him, to pray unto Him — that is salvation. 
For above this world, this chequered world of joys and sorrows ; 
above its rites and ceremonies ; above all that man esteems as 
religion and ceremonial, there is a higher world, the world of 
spirit; and there we see not the distinctions between Asiatics 
and Europeans, between Indians and Englishmen, between 
Hindoos and Christians ! There it is one spirit that pervades all 
God's children in that world of spirit. Realise it, brethren, 
realise it even now., All that world of spirit, of souls, speaks one 
language — the language of the heart ; of which the Bible is but a 
translation, and the Hindoo Scriptures are but a translation. 
They speak the rude, yet the simple vernacular of the heart's 
language; they all speak the same language unto G-od — the 
language of love, the language of child-like simplicity — and G-od 
blesses them alt, No creed, no dogma, no sect, no denomination 
— all constitute* one harmonious brotherhood. Brethren and 
sisters, members of one united family, they rejoice together in 
the Lord. • 

To that kingdom must we all hasten. Let us cast away 
superstition and sectarianism, and try to enter that spiritual 
world, that kingdom of heaven, where — and where alone — we 
shall find peace, happiness, and rest. Christ Jesus calls us unto 
that kingdom. Every moment comes that voice. Through 
eighteen centuries that voice comes down the stream, sometimes 
in emphatic and stirring tones, and yet the voice is lost upon the 
consciences and hearts of the men of the present day. Yet He 
speaks. He speaks to our hearts, and to the hearts of nations 
and races, — "How long, how long shall ye stand out?" "We 
shall not hear 'that voice in the dry theology of modern times. 
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Tell me where is salvation? In dogmas shall we endeavour to find 
the life everlasting ? It is not there. Life is not in the midst of 
death. Books and doctrines, creeds and priests, cannot give you 
salvation. They may lead you, but their voice is feeble. They 
are erring men. If you want infallible truth — if you wish to see 
God as He is — enter the temple of the heart, be speechless, let 
your lips be dumb. There you will mid truth and peace. There 
is no chaos^in God's world. Let every man enter the sacred 
temple of the heart, and see there the light shining in resplendent 
majesty — in the midst of the heart, full of holiness, peace, and 
love. For the rich and the poor, for the Brahmin and the Sudra, 
for the European and the Asiatic, His grace is for us all. Why 
then, proudly and arrogantly, should you try to monopolise God's 
blessing? Are there not thousands in different parts of the 
world who are trying to go to God's kingdom, and are as much 
under the influence of His Spirit as you are ? " From the east 
and from the west, from the north and from the south," shall 
nations come and sit down in the kingdom of God. The East has 
heard His voice ; let the "West bestir itself; let the North and the 
South stir themselves up. Let there be. honourable and holy 
activity in the hearts of all God's children. Let there be a stern 
detennination, not to drink death from the dry waters of theology, 
but to drink life at the feet of God. Is God dead? Has He 
gone away into the highest heavens, leaving behind thousands of 
children to take care of themselves ? Has He • left us in the 
wilderness? Are we orphans? # Is this world a vast orphanage, 
where we are lost to God — lost to Father and Mother — where we 
see nothing but helplessness and despair ? No ! Brighten up 
your hearts. Let the sad looks of our brothers and sisters be 
converted into joyousness and gladness, for the Father still 
liveth. Yes, every moment He is with us, and shall we not love 
such a Father with all our hearts, and our minds, and our souls, 
and our strength ? Shall we not give up our entire life to Him ? 
Do so, my beloved brethren. We see Him daily; yet, do we 
think it a great glory to see the Lord. We pray unto Him, not 
for this thing, not for that thing, 4 but for His light, the light of 
His countenance. One thing do we seek for, that we may 
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behold the face of the Lord, and rejoice in His great temple. To 
the Hindoo that is dear at the present moment, — God, and 
nothing but G-od. Is it revelation, atonement, forgiveness, salva- 
tion — what is it we want? We want none of these — we want 
God. For God is our salvation, and He has told unto each one 
of us in the whole Hindoo nation, " I shall be unto you the God 
of salvation." And as we have heard that voice* for distinctly 
and clearly has He spoken unto us, there has been no diffidence, 
no doubt, no wavering, but firm, and absolute trust in Him — 
thorough dependence upon His guidance, where He would lead 
us. And what do we see? We see that there are around us 
spirits, brothers, sisters, all looking fondly upon us. The world 
has said there are pains and privations on all sides, and some- 
times the heart is about to faint away under the accumulated load 
of trials and difficulties. And then we say unto our Lord, 
" I^ord, hast Thou forsaken me?" And the Lord answers and 
-says, " No." And then the soul gathers up courage, and firm- 
ness, and strength. One word of simple heartfelt prayer clears 
up the horizon. Everything becomes good and lovely, and where 
there was nothing but darkness and discouragement we N find light 
ancf encouragement. One converted sinner in India speaks 
volumes of sermons, in order to encourage us ; and thus in that 
land of superstition and idolatry we are slowly and humbly 
fulfilling what we feel to be our great mission. The light is with 
us. The band is small. It will be large to-morrow. There is 
weakness, and there are shortcomings. There will be abundance 
to-morrow. Despair ? We despair nofc so long as the Lord is 
with us. 

This great message, then, I preach unto you, beloved brethren 
and sisters, in order to teU you that the living God is doing 
wonders in my beloved country. Perhaps my feeble voice — I 
regret that it is feeble — perhaps my living voice will be blessed by 
God's Spirit unto the encouragement and enlightenment of many 
a heart and soul in this country. Perhaps a humble instrument 
I may be in the hands of my God in bringing about better 
feelings between England and Infla — in establishing something like 
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spiritual intercourse and fellowship between brothers and sisters 
in the East and brothers and sisters in the West. That is my 
favourite idea. To that end I, under G-od's guidance, dedicate 
my body and my whole life. 1 wish to do something in that 
direction. Sectarianism is appalling. It distresses me — it greatly 
distresses. There ought to be no barriers between brothers and 
sisters. What* if you are Christians ! Will you say Christianity 
draws a line of demarcation between the East and the West ? 
Then I say, perish such Christianity ! For I see that Jesms 
Christ was born on the boundary line that separates Europe from 
Asia, and when I reflect simply on this fact I feel that I see the 
finger of G-od working there. Why was Christ born 'on that 
boundary line ? Was it not for this, that through His Spirit the 
East and the West shall unite ? And as He was an Asiatic, and 
spoke and thought, and felt and acted in the words and in the 
associations which an Asiatic can thoroughly understand ; as He 
and the Apostles, and the great early teachers, for a great length 
of time spoke through Asiatic language and traditions and asso- 
ciations, and as after all that the stream came to the West, may 
we not hope that through that stream those two grand nations. — 
the representatives of the East and the West, England and India 
— may be brought together to the feet of the Lord ? May we not 
feel that as the spirit of. Asiatic Christianity has been exhibited in 
the West, that spirit will one day find lodgment and eternal 
habitation in the hearts of the sons and daughters of India ; that 
as that spirit was not confined td Asia, though it first manifested 
itself on that continent, as tha"t spirit is universal and all- 
embracing, and as it has already adapted itself to Western coun- 
tries, — it may also one clay be received and thankfully accepted by 
the nations of the East ? So, through that spirit of love to God 
and love to man, one day shall all nations mingle together, in 
order to offer with one heart and, if possible, in one language, 
their thanksgivings and prayers unto their common Eather. 
Create not sects in the name of Christ, but destroy them in His 
name. In His name promote peace on earth and goodwill to 

men. In His name establish brotherhood throughout the length 
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and breadth of the land, and fulfil the great prophecy, that " from 
the east and from the west, and from the north and from the 
south shall the nations come and sit in the kingdom of heaven." 

If you wish to preserve Christianity for yourselves, and pul- 
verize or break it up into ten thousand atoms, forming each a 
grand sect, then you add to the limitations and blfcriers which 
already exist in the world. Pull down all barA*s — deface for 
ever and for ever all those lines which stretch between man and 
m>n and woman and woman; and let us all extend unto*each 
other the right hand of spiritual fellowship. Let the east tess the 
west. Let brothers and sisters, from one end of the world, speak 
in all brotherly love, all affection, and all sweetness, to their 
brothers and sisters in the other extremity of the world. Then 
we shall succeed in rearing up one vast cathedral in this world, 
where men of all^ nations and races shall glorify the Supreme 
Buler of the universe, ^fhis is not imagination. If it is I shall 
be obliged to give up my religion. My heart will no longer 
believe in the voice and assurances of the Lord. If this is to be 
disproved, what do we live for ? Do we live that war shall con- 
sume Europe and Asia, and the whole world, in time to come, 
and that there shall be nothing but carnage and bloodshed and 
ruin from one end of the world to the other ? Are we to be told 
that in the name of religion it is impossible to bring together all 
mankind, that they may become one brotherhood — that religion 
can only create sects, and do nothing else ? Have we come to 
that ? Have we studied history for that purpose ; and the ten- 
dencies of thought and modern civilization — do they all converge 
to that ? Alas, then, for civilization ! — alas, if that be so, for the 
interests of mankind ! Is that the teaching of the Bible ? Are 
f these the doctrines £bat Christians have been believing all this 
time? Do we not hopefully look forward to something better 
and holier? Is there nothing to encourage us? Is there no 
living religion to stimulate our activity — to galvanize our spiritual 
energies into life? "Will all the pulpits speak, and will their 
utterances fall flat upon the world ? Is it dead religion in India, 
and dead religion in England, ^hat we come to hear ? It is life 
we want. Nations have been dead for many centuries. In spite 
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o f Hindooism — and, allow me to add, in spite of Christianity — 
there are still many evils which frighten us, which discourage us. 
Therefore, I say, take courage. Surely G-od can speak to you ; 
and He will speak to you "as never man spake," and as never man 
will speak. One word — one sweet word — from our Father will 
go down frnp£ hearts as a blessed stream of sauctification and 
salvation ; an^phat we could not do in a hundred years, will be 
donain a moment through faith. One grain of mustard seed — if 
we time but that faith, but that small measure of faith — we may 
say mfto the mountains, remove, and they will remove. Let us 
have living faith in the living G-od, and we may face ail obstacles 
and opposition. Let us seek not the cold life of dreamy meta- 
physicians and theologianl, but accept the fervour of manliness, 
earnestness, devotional enthusiasm. God will make us heroes, — 
G-od will give us comfort, strength, and peace, — purity and glad- 
ness shall we receive from the Lord. «Honour books, — honour 
prophets, — honour all your great men. •Beformers who, like 
Luther and Knox, revolutionize countries and nations, — honour 
them. But above all, honour Him, do not stop half way, but go 
deeper and deeper into the heart, and I assure you there is a uni- 
verse in the midst of the heart. Genial affection, warm sympa- 
thies, heavenly light, God's utterances, God's temple, God's altar, 
— where are they ? Notlo! here, lo! there; but* within. "The 
kingdom of heaven is within you." Close your eyes if you wish 
to see God. Close your eyes if you want salvation. Then let us 
fall at the feet of our heavenly Tether, and believe in the promises 
he has made unto us, — promises emphatic and strong, which shall 
be fulfilled to the letter. He has told you, "ask and it shall be 
given." Do not then offer a single prayer with wavering or diffi- 
dent hearts, but whatsoever prayer ye bring before God, bring it 
with confidence, full of trust and faith in God. When he has said 
he wiH- bless us, he will do so. Though mighty potentates throw 
obstacles in our way, — though nations war with each other, and 
destroy commerce and extending trade, — though men unite to 
carry out their wicked intentions, and paralyze our spiritual 
energies, — though the whole worlcTshould combine to put spiritual 
darkness over the face of the universe, — yet, if the Lord is with 
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us, England shall be regenerated, and India too, and all countries 
and nations. Then rejoice, for -the Lord has spoken. We have 
received the Bible in the heart. The gospel of salvation has been 
preached. Men and women, old men and children, the rich and 
the poor, the learned and the uneducated, in all countries of the 
world, cry, "Arise, vindicate GodVmercy, — his svM^Bving-kind- 
ness, that will shower forth genial streams, of saflraon upon all 
the nations of the earth." ^ ^ 
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